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4 We still need to be cautious

With all eyes on today’s Budget, we should 
not forget the large number of SAGE papers 
published last week that argued for a more 
cautious opening of schools than the 
Government has decided on. 
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college students 3 A-level grades behind 
more affluent peers

8 Early years language intervention

9 Reaction to plans for awarding 2021 grades 

10 Students more confident with online 
learning than lecturers are about teaching 
digitally
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bust”
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COVID-19 vaccine
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14 OfS digital learning review

The Secretary of State spoke at the OfS 
launch of its digital learning review.

Features
15 Capita win £1bn Navy training contract

How does a company known as Crapita 
keep winning government contracts with a 
track record of failure as bad as Capita’s? 

16 How qualifications will be awarded in 
2021
Simon Lebus, Chief Regulator at Ofqual, 
explains how qualifications will be awarded 
in 2021.
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19 Pray or predators? 

Professor Jan Willam de Graaf of Saxion 
University of Applied Sciences, Deventer, 
Netherlands, asks whether humans are 
pray or predators and concludes that we 
are a bit of both. 

International
20 Erdoğan's war against education

The latest chapter in Turkish President  
Erdoğan's war on education is an attack on 
one of the country’s best universities. 
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21 Welsh Government response to Estyn

The Welsh Government’s Response to 
Estyn’s Report and Recommendations on 
Local Authority and Regional Consortia’s 
Support for Schools and PRUs in Response 
to COVID-19
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22 Children, schools and transmission

Children’s Task and Finish Group: update to 
17th December 2020 paper on children, 
schools and transmission, (paper S1102), 
the Children’s Task and Finish Group (TFC) 
paper presented to the Scientific Advisory 
Group for Emergencies (SAGE).

25 Higher Education settings
Children’s Task and Finish Group: Paper on 
Higher Education Settings, for SAGE.

28 Impact of partial school openings
Impact of Partial School Openings, a paper  
by JUNIPER for SAGE.

29 COVID-19 and universities
Isaac Newton Institute: COVID-19 and 
universities, a paper from INI for SAGE.
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31 Relaxing NPIs and reopening schools
SPI-M-O: Statement on Relaxation of NPIs 
and the Re-opening of Schools, a paper from 
SPI-M-O for SAGE.

35 Lifting NPIs and vaccinations 
Imperial College London: Strategies for 
Gradually Lifting NPIs in Parallel to COVID-19 
Vaccine Roll-out in the UK, a paper from 
Imperial College for SAGE.

37 COVID-19 round-up
A round-up of news on COVID-19.

38 Poor will miss out on extra-curricular 
activities
As many students face another term of 
remote learning, research published by the 
Sutton Trust looks at the impact of the 
pandemic on the wider university 
experience. 

39 Analysis of primary pupils’ performance in 
maths and reading assessments
Analysis published by the Education 
Endowment Foundation, examined Year 2 
pupils’ performance in maths and reading 
tests
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41 Government advice on COVID-19

Details of all new documents on COVID-19 
issued by governments across the UK. 
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50 Policy papers published last week

Details of policy papers from government, 
parliament and think tanks. 
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54 Consultations 

There was one new education consultation 
published last week.
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58 Statutory instruments issued last week

There were three new statutory instruments 
on education issued last week. 
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The Education Select Committee of the 
House of Commons took evidence from 
three civil servants on the funding and 
financial management of schools. 
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62 PM on road map out of COVID

During his Statement on the COVID-19 Road 
Map, the Prime Minister, Boris Johnson 
(Con, Uxbridge and South Ruislip) outlined 
the crucial role of schools and colleges.

63 Awarding qualifications in 2021
The Secretary of State for Education, Gavin 
Williamson, made a statement regarding the 
opening of educational settings, the 
Government’s plans to help children to catch 
up and the arrangements that had been 
introduced for qualifications. 

64 Education route map out of COVID-19
The chairman of the Commons Education 
Committee, Robert Halfon, introduced a 
debate on the proposal for a national 
education route map for schools and 
colleges in response to the COVID-19 
outbreak.

65 Online learning and schools
Baroness Blower (Lab), the former general 
secretary of the NUT, asked the Government 
what progress it had made towards 
providing laptops and tablets to those pupils 
who required such equipment for online 
learning.
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66 Answers to written questions

Answers to written parliamentary questions 
from the Department for Education, the 
Ministry of Defence, the Foreign 
Commonwealth and Development Office, 
the Department of Health and Social Care, 
the Department for Transport, the 
Department for Work and Pensions and the 
House of Lords. 
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