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Editorial

The long road to recovery 14
There is a temptation to think that we are

almost at the end of the COVID pandemic.

We aren’t. It will be with us for years.

News
NCSC issues Alert after more ransomware
attacks on education 16

Children’s Commissioner for England
launches Beveridge Report for children

Geoff Barton to serve second term as ASCL
General Secretary

17
Area SEND inspections to restart

Millions of students back in class
Schools’ COVID recovery funding wiped out
Another cyber attack on FE college 20

Sector reaction to NFER Teacher labour
market annual report

COVID-19 infographic for Scotland

Government urged to reconsider research
cuts

22
Opinion
Short term planner
Professor Jan Willam de Graaf of Saxion
University of Applied Sciences, Deventer,
Netherlands, observes that man has come
out on top over the last 300,000 years of his
existence despite a relatively small natural
biotope.
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Conference

ASCL: Ofqual chairman

In his capacity as interim chairman of
Ofqual, lan Bauckham CBE addressed
ASCL’s virtual annual conference on
qualifications and assessment in 2021,
particularly GCSEs and A-levels.

ASCL: Ofsted Chief Inspector

Speaking at ASCL's virtual annual
conference about her inspection plans,
Ofsted’s Chief Inspector, Amanda Spielman
said that during the current term.

Research

Identifying pupils with SEND

A study from the Education Policy Institute
has highlighted significant inconsistencies
in how children with special educational
needs and disabilities in England are being
identified and supported.

Teachers cite school accountability as the
main driver of stress

The close monitoring of schools and
student achievement data in the English
education system is unlikely to be a one-
way street to “school improvement” due to
the stress it causes teachers, according to a
study by UCL researchers.

Separating primary school children in
preparation for SATs could be damaging
A fear of poor SATs results is driving
headteachers to separate pupils by ability
despite the impact on children’s self-
esteem and confidence, according to a
study by UCL Institute of Education (IOE)
researchers.

“Recession-proof” feature of teaching had
led to surge in number of people applying
to enter the profession

A report published by NFER showed that the
first lockdown in March 2020 had led to a
decrease in the well-being of teachers, a rise
in distress, anxiety and lower levels of
happiness and life satisfaction, compared to
pre-pandemic levels.
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Transition from primary to secondary
schools in Scotland

Moving from primary to secondary school
is an important marker of progression in
children’s lives, with increased choices and
opportunities.

Survey of childcare and Early Years
providers and coronavirus

A survey from the Department for Education
on childcare and Early Years providers and
COVID-19.

How MPs respond to evidence in relation to
secondary selective education

Research from Comprehensive Future on
the use of language in parliamentary
debates on selection.

COVID round-up
A round-up of news on COVID-19.

Document reviews

Education and the early stages of COVID
Support for Children’s Education During the
Early Stages of the COVID-19 Pandemic,
from the National Audit Office.

Further Education White Paper
The FE White Paper 2021: Ideas into Action,

from FETL supported by EDSK.

Distress and the FE principal

Voices from the Tightrope: The Role of
Distress and the Modern Further Education
Principal/Chief Executive, from FETL.

Study Buddies? FE and HE

Study Buddies? Competition and
Collaboration Between Higher Education and
Further Education, from the Social Market
Foundation supported by FETL.

COVID-19 announcements
Government advice on COVID-19

Details of all new documents on COVID-19
issued by governments across the UK.

Policy papers

Policy papers published last week

Details of policy papers from government,
parliament and think tanks.
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Consultations

Consultations

There was one new education consultation
published last week.

Consultation outcomes
There was one new consultation outcome
published last week.

Local authority COVID management data
Statistics from the MHCLG.

Delegated legislation

Statutory instruments issued last week
There were three new statutory instruments
on education issued last week.

Parliament - Debates

COVID-19 and its impact on education
Tom Hunt (Con, Ipswich) introduced a
debate which had related to the impact of
COVID-19 on education.

Education (Guidance about Costs of School
Uniforms) Bill

Baroness Lister of Burtersett (Lab) moved
the Second Reading of the Education
(Guidance about Costs of School Uniforms)
Bill.

The Education & Training (Welfare of
Children) Bill

Baroness Blower (Lab), formerly general
secretary of the NUT, moved the Second
Reading of the Education and Training
(Welfare of Children) Bill.

Parliament - Questions

Answers to written questions

Answers to written parliamentary questions
from the Department for Education, the
Foreign Commonwealth and Development
Office, the Department of Health and Social
Care, the Home Office, the Department

for Work and Pensions and the House of
Lords.
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