
Editorial
4 The importance of literary skills in a digital 

world 
The OECD publishes a report on the 
importance of literacy skills in a digital world.

News
1 New law to make school uniform affordable

5 EPI compares schools across the UK

6 Teachers in England have less CPD than 
international counterparts

7 Perceptions of qualifications in England

8 National Tutoring Programme supporting 
just 1% of children 

9 1 in 3 head teachers are using funding for 
poorer pupils to plug budget gaps

10 Significant signs of burnout amongst 
teachers

Summer schools programme opens

11 Report paves way for fairer student centred
university admissions 

Slight fall in school attendance figures

12 COVID-19 infographic for Scotland

13 Grammar school should offer fresh appeal 
following Ombudsman investigation

Conferences
14 Schools and Academies Show 

Simon Lebus addresses the second Schools 
and Academies conference on the 
assessment of qualifications in 2021 and 
lessons learned since last year.

17 Apprenticeships conference
Amanda Spielman HMCI discussed the 
impact of COVID-19 and Ofsted's work, in 
the context of a financial situation that had 
put businesses under pressure.

19 Confederation of School Trusts
Education Secretary Gavin Williamson told 
the Confederation of School Trusts annual 
conference of his renewed vision for all 
schools to be part of a multi-academy trust. 

21 NAHT conference
In his virtual speech to NAHT, its General 
Secretary Paul Whiteman told members that 
across the political spectrum there was 
agreement that more needed to be done to 
support children.

Opinion
23 Overhead society

Professor Jan Willem de Graaf of Saxion 
University of Applied Sciences, Deventer, 
Netherlands, sees in his own family the 
importance of vocational education. 

Research
24 Ofsted published science research review

Ofsted has published the first review in a 
new series on what would ensure high-
quality education in different subjects across 
the curriculum. 

25 Military life and the Service child
The Impact of Military Life on the Service 
Child: The overlooked casualties of conflict, 
from the  Veterans and Families Institute for 
Military Social Research, Anglia Ruskin 
University.

26 Literacy skills in a digital world
PISA. 21st Century Readers: Developing 
literacy skills in a digital world, from the 
OECD.

30 Early language programme
Two-fifths of primary schools in England 
have signed up to take part in a programme 
to support four- and five-year-olds whose 
early language and literacy development 
had been most affected by the pandemic.

31 COVID round-up
A round-up of news on COVID-19.
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Document reviews
32 Schools across the UK

A Comparison of School Institutions and 
Policies Across the UK, from EPI.

34 CPD for teachers and leadership
Teaching and Leadership: Supply and 
Quality, from EPI.

35 Civil Service apprenticeships
The Civil Service Apprenticeship Strategy: 
Ensuring the Civil Service continues to deliver 
high-quality apprenticeships, from the 
Cabinet Office.

36 Strategic guidance for apprenticeships
Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical 
Education: Strategic guidance, from the 
Department for Education. 

Policy papers
37 Policy papers published last week

Details of policy papers from government, 
parliament and think tanks. 

Consultations
39 Consultations 

There was one new education 
consultation published last week.

Delegated legislation
40 Statutory instruments issued last week

There were three new statutory instruments 
and two corrections on education issued last 
week. 

Parliament - Debates
44 Education and children questions

The last set of oral questions to ministers at 
the Department for Education before 
prorogation. 

50 The Kickstart Scheme
Baroness Sherlock (Lab) asked the 
Government what it was doing to increase 
the number of jobs created by the Kickstart 
Scheme. 

Parliament - Questions
52 Answers to written questions

Answers to written parliamentary questions 
from the Department for Education, the 
Foreign Commonwealth and Development 
Office, H M Treasury, the Department for 
Work and Pensions and the House of Lords. 
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