
Editorial
4 The Skills and Post-16 Education Bill

The Skills and Post-16 Education Bill, which 
had its second reading in the Lords last 
week, has broad support across parties. 
Universally welcomed, the Bill also has flaws. 
If the Government is wise, it will take on 
board some of the concerns that Parliament 
has. 

News
1 National offer day for school places

5 Majority of school and college leaders call 
for at least 75% rebate on exam fees

6 Non-exam assessment proposals

7 Government plans to remove funding for
BTEC will leave students without a pathway

8 £3.4m to expand D of E Awards in schools

£16m to support young people with a social 
worker

9 Unions lobby to remove asbestos

Phonic checks back in the Autumn

10 Reaction to rise in free school meal 
eligibility

11 Trust handbook brings changes to
governance

Primary school pupils to benefit from better 
PE and sport next year

12 School workforce data

Libraries key to catch-up says LGA

13 Inspection report on Rainsbrook STC

14 Children with SEND disproportionally 
affected by pandemic

15 Break down the barriers for prisoners with 
learning needs

16 COVID-19 infographic for Scotland 

17 Duchess of Cambridge to establish early 
years research centre

18 Applications open for EDI projects

People
18 Ofqual

Dr Jo Saxton is the preferred candidate to be 
the next Ofqual Chief Regulator.

Conferences
19 City of London Schools Conference 2021

Dr Michelle Meadows, Ofqual's Executive 
Director for Strategy, Risk and Research, 
spoke to the City of London Schools 
Conference about online assessment. 

20 Vocational training and education 
TVET policy and practice was on the agenda 
at the British Council’s international 
education conference Going Global. 

21 Universities Minister at Going Global 
Michelle Donelan spoke to the British 
Council's Going Global Conference about 
higher education and the Government's 
international education strategy.

22 Festival of Learning 
Gavin Williamson explained how the 
Government would level up opportunity.

Research
23 Ofsted research review on geography

Ofsted has published the fifth in a series of 
reviews into different subjects across the 
curriculum. 

24 The Phonics Screening Check: tracking and 
tracing changes in government policy
Professor Margaret Clark chronicles the 
latest changes in government policy on the 
Phonics Screening Check.

27 Tracking COVID VOCs and VUIs
Tracking the latest developments with 
COVID variants.
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30 COVID-19 round-up
A round-up of news on COVID-19. 

Opinion
31 The bridge - Part 4

Professor Jan Willem de Graaf of Saxion 
University of Applied Sciences, Deventer, 
Netherlands, in the final of a four-part 
series, explores Dynamic Systems Theory.

Legal
32 Can mask policy land you in court?

Amanda Hamilton explores whether wearing
or not wearing a mask can land you in court.

Document reviews
33 Scotland’s Curriculum for Excellence

Scotland’s Curriculum for Excellence: Into the 
Future, from the OECD.

34 The forgotten: White working-class pupils
The Forgotten: How White working-class 
pupils have been let down, and how to 
change it, from the Education Select 
Committee.

Policy papers
36 Policy papers published last week

Details of policy papers from government, 
parliament and think tanks. 

Consultations
37 Consultations 

There was one new education consultation 
outcome published last week.

Delegated legislation
38 Statutory instruments issued last week

There were no new statutory instruments 
on education issued last week. 

Parliament - Debates
39 Young people’s mental health

Munira Wilson (LDP, Twickenham) 
introduced a Westminster Hall debate in the 
Commons on children and young people’s 
mental health.

40 The Skills and Post-16 Education Bill
The six-hour second reading debate of the 
Skills and Post-16 Education Bill in the Lords 
showed widespread support for the Bill, as 
well as an understanding of its failings.

46 COVID and children
The former Education Secretary, Baroness 
Morris of Yardley (Lab) introduced a debate 
in the Lords on levelling up the opportunities 
available to the children which had been 
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, in 
particular with regard to education and skills, 
health, inequality, and the elimination of 
child poverty. 

47 Ofsted review of sexual abuse in schools
A ministerial statement in the Lords on the 
Ofsted review of sexual abuse in schools and 
colleges.

Parliament - Questions
48 Answers to written questions

Answers to written questions to the 
Department for Education, the Department 
for Digital Culture Media and Sport, the
Foreign Commonwealth and Development 
Office, the Department of Health and Social 
Care, the Department for Transport, H M 
Treasury, the Department for Work and 
Pensions and the House of Lords.
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