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News
1 Government publishes Reading Framework

3 Library investment is key to COVID catch-up

Independent book shops

4 Phonic checks back in Autumn

Fifth year of Opportunity Areas announced

5 Non-exam assessment and fieldwork 

6 Every school with Reception class offered 
early language training

Legacy Functional Skills

7 Reception children to take part in early 
language programme

Feature
8 The Reading Framework

Sue Reid critiques The Reading Framework.

Document reviews
10 The Reading Framework

The Reading Framework from the DfE.

12 Unemployment, welfare and education
Let Them Learn: Further education colleges’ 
support for the unemployed, from the AoC. 

13 Early years critical to education recovery
Fairness First: Social Mobility, COVID and 
Education Recovery, from the Sutton Trust.

14 What business wants from skills training
Report of the Workplace Training and 
Development Commission, from the British 
Chambers of Commerce. 

16 Adult education & skills - missed opportunity
Big Changes Ahead for Adult Education 
Funding? Definitely Maybe, from the IFS.

17 FE White Paper - ideas into action
FE White Paper 2021: Ideas into Action, from 
the IFS.

Research
18 The Phonics Screening Check 2021-2022: 

tracking and tracing changes in government 
policy
Prof. Margaret Clark follows the latest 
developments as the PSC returns.

21 EEF publishes findings from Big Lockdown - 
Learning Parent Survey
The survey used Parent Ping to explore a  
child’s experience of learning at home. 

22 Shelves and typographies
Shelves and typographies. Andrew Shenton 
explores the potential in promoting literacy.

24 The evolution of cognitive skills
EPI explores the evolution of cognitive skills 
during childhood across the UK. 

26 Young children’s development
Two IELS thematic reviews from NFER.

28 Developing literacy skills in a digital world
The OECD publishes its research on literacy 
skills in a digital world based on PISA.

32 Levels of writing enjoyment fall
The National Literacy Trust research shows 
record low levels of writing enjoyment. 

Policy papers
33 Policy papers published since the last issue

International
36 Republic of Ireland’s high PISA performance

Parliament - Debates
37 Early years education funding

38 Early Years Foundation Stage

39 English language teaching; prisons

Adult skills and lifelong learning

41 English language sector

Parliament - Questions
42 Oral parliamentary written questions


